The experimental data on the processes ππ → ππ, KK, ηη, ηη ′ in the I G J P C = 0 + 0 ++ channel have been jointly analyzed to study the status and nature of the f0. The method of analysis is based on analyticity and unitarity and uses an uniformization procedure. Some spectroscopic implications from results of the analysis are discussed.
I. INTRODUCTION
The problem of interpretation of scalar mesons is tightly related to the most profound topics in particle physics which concern the QCD vacuum (see, e.g., the review "Note on scalar mesons" in [1] ). These mesons are expected to be composed of theor the lightest 4-quark states, meson-meson molecules or gluonium states. It is disconcerning that up to now a description of this mesonic sector is far from being complete despite of the big effort devoted to studying various aspects of the problem (for recent reviews see, e.g. [2] [3] [4] [5] ). Parameters of the scalar mesons, their nature and status of some of them is still not settled [1] . Especially, this concerns the f 0 (600)/σ meson and K * 0 (900)/κ(800) meson. For example, the mass of the former obtained in the Breit-Wigner or K-matrix approaches ranges in various analyses in the interval of about 400-1200 MeV [1] . According to the prediction by Weinberg [6] based on the mended symmetry the mass of the σ should be near the mass of the ρ-meson. As to the mass of the lowest scalar glueball, various non-perturbative QCD methods give also very different results. From the QCD sum rules [7] one has found a scalar-isoscalar meson of the gluonium nature with a mass about 1000 MeV and with the ππ-decay width about 500 MeV. This is in agreement with the recent unquenched-lattice simulation using dynamical fermions [8] but it diverges from recent calculations on the quenched anisotropic lattices of the glueball spectrum where the mass of the lowest glueball is about 1710 MeV [9] .
The width of the f 0 (600) (in various experiments and analyses) also has a large spread 600-1000 MeV according to an estimate of the Particle Data Group team [1] . Note also the works in which one obtained a very small value of 35 ± 12 MeV [10] and the very large one of about 3200 MeV [11] . The prediction for the σ-meson width on the basis of saturating the superconvergence dispersive sum rules is larger than about 670 MeV [12] . The theoretical conclusions about widths of glueballs, especially about the lightest one, are also very different in various approaches. In Ref. [13] the authors used an effective QCD Lagrangian with the broken scale and chiral symmetry, where a glueball is introduced to theory as a dilaton and its existence is related to breaking of scale symmetry in QCD. Then the ππ decay width of the glueball, estimated using low-energy theorems, is Γ(G → ππ) ≈ 0.6 GeV×(m G /1 GeV) 5 , where m G is the glueball mass. I.e., for the glueball with the mass about 1 GeV (if it exists), the width is near 600 MeV. Though a use of the above formula is doubtful above 1 GeV, a tendency for the glueball to be wide is apparently seen. This is supported by arguments given in [14] that the glueball width is larger than the ones of the surroundingstates. On the other hand, in Ref. [15] , where the two-pseudoscalar and two-photon decays of the scalars between 1-2 GeV were analyzed in the framework of a chiral Lagrangian and the glueball was included as a flavor-blind composite mesonic field, the glueball was found to be rather narrow in accordance with the former findings of Ref. [16] .
Up to now the nature of the f 0 (980) is not clearly resolved. Besides a[17, 18, 20, 21] , subject to serious criticism, there are recent arguments for a 4-quark state (as the a 0 (980)) [19] , a KK molecule [22] [23] [24] and a ηη bound state [25] [26] [27] .
Existence of the f 0 (1370) meson is still not obvious. In some works, e.g., in [28, 29] one did not find any evidence for the existence of the f 0 (1370). In Ref. [30] also the best description of ππ → ππ, KK was obtained without the f 0 (1370), and it was shown that the KK scattering length is very sensitive to whether this state exists or not. On the other hand, in Ref. [31] a number of data requiring apparently the existence of the f 0 (1370) is indicated: the Crystal Barrel data onpp → ηηπ 0 [32] and onpp → 3π 0 [33] , the BES data on J/ψ → φπ + π − [34] ; the f 0 (1370) appears also in the GAMS data for π + π − → π 0 π 0 at large |t| [35] . For example, in [36] it was shown within the so-called "hidden gauge formalism" that the f 0 (1370) might be dynamically generated from the ρρ interaction.
Especially it is worth to discuss the situation with scalar states in the 1500 MeV region. First, a state, observed in this region could be a real candidate for the lightest glueball (see, e.g., Ref. [16] ). In the model-independent analyses of data on the processes ππ → ππ KK, ηη, ηη ′ using different uniformizing variables [25-27, 30, 37-40] , a wide state f 0 (1500) was obtained whereas in many other works, which analyzed mainly the production and decay of mesons, as cited in the PDG tables [1] , the rather narrow f 0 (1500) is obtained. Therefore, we have supposed [30, 38] that the wide f 0 (1500), observed in the multi-channel ππ scattering, indeed, is a superposition of two states, narrow (qq) and broad (glueball). The former is just observed in the processes of decay and production of mesons. An indication about nature of the latter follows from the fact that the f 0 (1500) is coupled with the approximately equal strength with the ππ, KK and ηη systems [25, 26, 30, [37] [38] [39] and from the arguments of Ref. [14] on the glueball width. These suppositions are in some accordance with the results of the combined K-matrix analysis [41] of the GAMS data on π − p → π 0 π 0 n, ηηn, ηη ′ n [42] , BNL data on π − p → KKn [43] and Crystal Barrel data on 44, 45] , which say that in the 1500 MeV region there are the narrow f 0 (1500) and very wide f 0 (1530 +90 −250 ). The f 0 (1710) has most likely the dominant ss component (see, e.g., Refs. [30, 46] and the review "Note on scalar mesons" in [1] ). Note, however, that the QCD sum rules [47] and the K-matrix method [48] showed that both f 0 (1500) and f 0 (1710) are mixed states with a large admixture of the glueball component. There are also schemes [28, 49] in which the coupling of two gluons (of a scalar glueball) with nn (n is nonstrange u or d quark) appears to be suppressed by chiral symmetry [50] increasing the relative contribution of the ss component. When assuming this consideration to be valid up to energies of the f 0 (1710), one concludes that this state could be an unmixed glueball [51] .
In the scalar-isodoublet sector (except for the well-established state K * 0 (1430)) the possible existence of a very broad meson in the 700-950 MeV region is discussed in recent years (see the review "Note on scalar mesons" in [1] ). E.g., in some recent analyses the authors have found a pole which corresponds to this state K * 0 (900) [52] [53] [54] [55] [56] [57] [58] , while no such state was seen in the experiment performed by the BaBar Collaboration [59] and in the earlier analyses [60] [61] [62] .
In view of all above circumstances, the problems connected with determining the nature of the observed mesonic states and their assignment to the quark-model configurations are still open in spite of a large amount of work devoted to these problems (see, e.g., Refs. [63] [64] [65] [66] [67] ). It is clear that resonance parameters should be obtained, if possible, in a model-independent way. Here, we present results of the combined three-channel analysis of data on the processes ππ → ππ, KK, ηη, ηη ′ in the channel with the quantum numbers I G J P C = 0 + 0 ++ . Study of the Kπ scattering in the channel with I(J P ) = 1 2 (0 + ) and the role of the strange scalar meson K * 0 (900) (κ(800)) goes beyond the scope of this paper and will be discussed in Ref. [68] . We have used a "model-independent" method [27, 30, 37, 39, 40] based on the first principles (analyticity and unitarity) directly applied to the analysis of experimental data. This approach permits us to omit a theoretical prejudice in extracting the resonance parameters. It is important that an uniformizingvariable method allows to avoid a model dependence when considering resonance contributions. This is possible since a main model-independent contribution of the resonance can be given by poles and corresponding zeros on a uniformization plane, whereas the possible remaining corrected and model-dependent contribution of the resonance is supposed to be taken into account in the background. This distinguishes substantially our model-independent method from the standard dispersion relation approach based also on analyticity and unitarity where, however, the model dependence arises inevitably when saturating dispersive integrals by the contributions of resonances. Then in our method, considering the obtained disposition of resonance poles on the Riemann surface, bearing witness to a relative strength of coupling with corresponding channels, and resonance masses, we draw conclusions about nature of the investigated states.
Unlike in the previous three-channel analysis of the above processes [25] [26] [27] 39] , in this work we used a new uniformizing variable in which we took into account the left-hand branch-point at s = 0 related to the thresholds of the ππ scattering in crossed channels, in addition to the right-hand branch-points related to the thresholds of the analyzed processes. This should diminish considerably dependence of the extracted parameters of resonances on the background because the elastic part of the ππ background is stipulated mainly by the contribution of the left-hand cuts.
The layout of the paper is as follows. In Sec. II we outline the two-and three-coupled channel formalism, where pole clusters on the Riemann surface are determined as characteristics of multichannel states and a classification of two-and three-channel resonances according to the types of the possible pole-clusters is given. We introduce also the new uniformizing variable for the three-channel case taking into account the left-hand branch-point at s = 0, and show the disposition of the resonance poles and zeroes related to the various pole-clusters on the unifomization plane for the ππ-scattering S-matrix element. In Sec. III we carry out the combined 3-channel analyses of data on the processes ππ → ππ, KK, ηη (variant I) and ππ → ππ, KK, ηη ′ (variant II). In Sec. IV we summarize our conclusions, propose an assignment of the scalar mesons lying below 1.9 GeV to lower nonets and discuss the obtained results.
II. THE COUPLED-CHANNEL FORMALISM IN MODEL-INDEPENDENT APPROACH
Our model-independent method which utilizes an uniformizing variable can be used only for the 2-channel case and under some conditions for the 3-channel one. Only in these cases we obtain a simple symmetric (easily to be interpreted) picture of the resonance poles and zeros of the S-matrix on the uniformization plane. The S-matrix is determined on the 4-and 8-sheeted Riemann surfaces for the 2-and 3-channel cases, respectively. The matrix elements S αβ , where α, β = 1, 2, 3 denote the channels, have the right-hand cuts along the real axis of the complex s plane (s is the invariant total energy squared), starting with the channel thresholds s i (i = 1, 2, 3), and the left-hand cuts related to crossed channels. The Riemann-surface sheets are numbered according to the signs of the analytic continuations of the quantities √ s − s α as follows: in the 2-channel case
correspond to sheets I, II, III, IV; in the 3-channel case
correspond to sheets I, II,· · · , VIII, respectively. The resonance representations on the Riemann surfaces are obtained using formulas from Ref. [40] (see also Appendix), expressing analytic continuations of the S-matrix elements to unphysical sheets in terms of those on sheet I (physical) that have only the resonance zeros (beyond the real axis) around the physical region. Then, starting from the resonance zeros on sheet I one can obtain an arrangement of poles and zeros of resonances on the whole Riemann surface.
In the 2-channel case we obtain tree types of resonances described by a pair of conjugate zeros on sheet I only in S 11 -the type (a), only in S 22 -(b), and in each of S 11 and S 22 -(c). Then the formulas of the analytic continuations of the S-matrix elements to unphysical sheets [40] (see also Appendix) immediately give the resonance representation by poles and zeros on the 4-sheeted Riemann surface: to the resonances of types (a) and (b), there corresponds a pair of complex conjugate poles on sheet III shifted relative to a pair of poles on sheet II and IV, respectively. For the states of type (c) one must consider the corresponding two pairs of conjugate poles on sheet III.
In the 3-channel case we obtain seven types of resonances corresponding to seven possible situations when there are resonance zeros on sheet I only in S 11 -(a); S 22 -(b); S 33 -(c); S 11 and S 22 -(d); S 22 and S 33 -(e); S 11 and S 33 -(f); S 11 , S 22 , and S 33 -(g). Examples for the disposition of poles and zeros, corresponding to some of these types of the 3-channel resonances, on the unifomization plane will be given in the next section.
The resonance of every type is represented by a pair of complex-conjugate clusters (of poles and zeros on the Riemann surface). The cluster type is related to the nature of the state. For example, if we consider the ππ, KK and ηη channels, a resonance coupled relatively more strongly to the ππ channel than to the KK and ηη ones is described by the cluster of type (a). In the opposite case, it is represented by the cluster of type (e) (the state with a dominant ss component). The glueball must be represented by the cluster of type (g) (of type (c) in the 2-channel consideration) as a necessary condition for the ideal case, if this state lies above the thresholds of the considered channels.
A necessary and sufficient condition for existence of the multi-channel resonance is its representation by one of the types of pole clusters. Note that whereas cases (a), (b) and (c) can be simply related to the representation of resonances by multi-channel Breit-Wigner forms, cases (d), (e), (f) and (g) are practically lost in the Breit-Wigner description.
One can formulate a model-independent test as a necessary condition to distinguish a bound state of colorless particles (e.g., a KK molecule) and abound state [37, 40, 69] . In the 1-channel case, the existence of the particle bound-state corresponds to the presence of a pole on the real axis under the threshold on the physical sheet. In the 2-channel case the existence of the bound-state in channel 2 (KK molecule) that, however, can decay into channel 1 (ππ decay), would imply the presence of the pair of complex conjugate poles on sheet II under the second-channel threshold without the corresponding shifted pair of poles on sheet III.
In the 3-channel case the bound state in channel 3 (ηη) that can decay into channels 1 (ππ decay) and 2 (KK decay) is represented by the pair of complex conjugate poles on sheet II and by the pair of shifted poles on sheet III under the ηη threshold without the corresponding poles on sheets VI and VII. According to this test, an interpretation of the f 0 (980) as the KK molecule was rejected earlier [40] . The reason is that this state is represented by the cluster of type (a) in the 2-channel analysis of processes ππ → ππ, KK and, therefore, does not satisfy the necessary condition to be the KK molecule. A further discussion of this topic will be given in the last section.
Unlike the standard dispersion relation approach in our model-independent method we use an advantage of the fact that the amplitude is a one-valued function on the Riemann surface. To this end a uniformizing variable is applied, which maps the Riemann surface onto a complex plane. This permit us to use the representation by the pole clusters very important for the broad multi-channel resonances. This is impossible in the standard dispersion relation and K-matrix approaches or in the Breit-Wigner one.
In the combined analysis of coupled processes it is convenient to use the Le Couteur-Newton relations [70] . They express the S-matrix elements of all coupled processes in terms of the Jost matrix determinant d(
that is a real analytic function with the only square-root branch-points at √ s − s α = 0. The important branch points, corresponding to the thresholds of the coupled channels and to the crossing ones, are taken into account in the proper uniformizing variable. On the uniformization plane, the pole-cluster representation of the resonance is the good one.
It is obvious that the main model-independent contribution of resonances is factorized in the S-matrix elements from the background. The possible remaining corrected and model-dependent contributions of resonances are supposed to be included in the background. This is realized in a natural way: in the background, the corresponding elastic and inelastic phase shifts increase when some channel is opened. Therefore, we denote our approach as model independent.
In the 2-channel case, the S-matrix, determined on the 4-sheeted Riemann surface, can be uniformized using, e.g., the inverse Zhukovskij transformation [40] in which the thresholds of two channels are taken into account. Unfortunately, already in the 3-channel consideration a function determined on the 8-sheeted Riemann surface can be uniformized only on torus. This is unsatisfactory for our purposes. Therefore, we neglect the influence of the lowest (ππ) threshold branch-point at s 1 (however, unitarity on the ππ-cut is taken into account). An approximation like this means the consideration of the nearest to the physical region semi-sheets of the Riemann surface of the S-matrix. In fact, we construct a 4-sheeted model of the initial 8-sheeted Riemann surface approximating it in accordance with our approach of a consistent account of the nearest singularities on all the relevant sheets. In practice, neglecting the influence of the ππ-threshold branch-point means that we do not describe some small region near the threshold. Furthermore, we shall take into account in the uniformizing variable also the left-hand branch-point at s = 0 related to the crossed ππ channels. The allowance for this branch-point should diminish the background dependence of the obtained results. As was indicated repeatedly (see, e.g., Ref. [11] ) many analyses are subject to criticism (especially with the point of view of proof of the resonance existence) because the wide-resonance parameters are strongly controlled by the non-resonant background; this is particularly related to low-lying states. The allowance for the left-hand branch-point, related to the crossed channels, serves in part for a solution of this problem. For example in Ref. [30] a combined analysis of the processes ππ → ππ, KK in the isoscalar-scalar sector was performed using the method of a uniformizing variable which includes two threshold branch-points and the left-hand one at s = 0. In this respect a parameterless description of the ππ background was obtained due to the inclusion of the indicated left-hand branch-point. Moreover, it was shown that the large background, obtained in earlier analyses of the S-wave ππ scattering [40] , hides in reality the σ-meson lying below 1 GeV.
In the 3-channel case the new uniformizing variable used below can have the form:
where we neglect the lowest ππ-threshold branch-point and take into account the threshold branch-points related to two remaining channels and the left-hand branch-point at s = 0. This variable maps our model of the 8-sheeted Riemann surface onto the w-plane divided into two parts by a unit circle centered at the origin. The semi-sheets I (III), II (IV), V (VII) and VI (VIII) are mapped onto the exterior (interior) of the unit disk in the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th quadrants, respectively. The physical region extends from the point ππ on the imaginary axis (the first ππ threshold corresponding to s 1 ) along this axis down to the point i on the unit circle (the second threshold corresponding to s 2 ). Then it extends further along the unit circle clockwise in the 1st quadrant to point 1 on the real axis (the third threshold corresponding to s 3 ) and then along the real axis to the point b = (
on the real axis are the images of the corresponding edges of the left-hand cut of the ππ-scattering amplitude. In Figs.1 and 2 , the 3-channel resonances of all the standard types in S 11 (w) are represented by the poles ( * ) and zeroes (•) symmetric to these poles with respect to the imaginary axis giving corresponding pole clusters. The "pole-zero" symmetry guarantees the elastic unitarity of ππ scattering in the (ππ, i) interval. For the data we use the results of phase analyses which are given for phase shifts of the amplitudes δ αβ and for the modules of the S-matrix elements η αβ = |S αβ | (α, β = 1, 2, 3):
If below the third threshold there is the 2-channel unitarity then the relations
are fulfilled in this energy region. Masses and total widths can be calculated using the denominator of formula for the resonance part of the amplitude of the form
taking the pole positions on sheets II, IV and VIII because, as one can see in Ref. [40] , the analytic continuations of the corresponding S-matrix elements on these sheets only have the forms respectively. This means that the pole positions of resonances only on these sheets are at the same points in the complex-energy plane as the resonance zeros on the physical sheet and are not shifted due to the coupling of channels. Note that the poles on indicated sheets are not always nearest to the physical region.
III. ANALYSIS OF THE ISOSCALAR-SCALAR SECTOR
We analyzed the isoscalar S-waves of the processes ππ → ππ, KK, ηη, ηη ′ .
The experimental data on the ππ scattering from 0.575 GeV to 1.89 GeV are taken from Ref. [71] and below 1 GeV from the works [72] [73] [74] . For ππ → KK the data [75] from threshold to about 1.6 GeV are used. The data for ππ → ηη up to 1.72 GeV are taken from Ref. [76] and for ππ → ηη ′ from threshold to 1.81 GeV from Ref. [77] . In the model-independent approach we have performed two variants of the 3-channel analysis: variant I -the combined analysis of processes ππ → ππ, KK, ηη; variant II -analysis of ππ → ππ, KK, ηη ′ . The influence of the ηη ′ -channel in the case I and of ηη in the case II are taken into account via the background. The analysis has been carried out with the new uniformizing variable (3)
2 in variant II; in the following the quantities related to variant II are primed).
On the w-plane the Le Couteur-Newton relations have the form [40] :
In this case the subscripts in the matrix elements S αβ denote α, β =1-ππ, 2-KK, 3-ηη or ηη ′ . The S-matrix elements in relations (7) are taken as the products S = S B S res where S B describes the background and S res the resonance contributions. The d-function for the resonance part is
where M is the number of resonance zeros. For the background part S B the d-function has the following form:
where s σ is the σσ threshold, s v the combined threshold of many opened channels in the range of ∼ 1.5 GeV (ηη ′ , ρρ, ωω). These threshold are determined in the analysis. In variant II, the terms
were added to α ′ n and β ′ n , respectively, to account for an influence of the ηη-channel. In the analysis, we included all the five resonances discussed below 1.9 GeV in the PDG issue [1] . In variant I, for the ππ-scattering and ππ → KK, we considered the data for phase shifts and modules of the S-matrix elements in the energy regions from about 0.4 to 1.89 GeV and from the threshold to about 1.6 GeV, respectively; for ππ → ηη, the data for the squared module of the S-matrix element from the threshold to 1.72 GeV. A satisfactory description has been obtained. Furthermore it was found [78] that the data on the ππ scattering below 1 GeV admit two solutions. Let us call them, as in the indicated work [78] , "up" and "down" because the ππ-scattering phase shift goes a bit higher in the first case than in the second case. In variant I, for the "up" solution, we considered the representation of resonances by different pole-clusters that are admitted by the data. For the "down" solution, we show the formally best case. In all cases, the f 0 (600) is represented by the pole cluster of type (a), the f 0 (980) is represented only by the pole on sheet II and shifted pole on sheet III; the resonances f 0 (1370) and f 0 (1710) can be described by the pole clusters of type (b) or (c); f 0 (1500), of type (g).
In Table I , we demonstrate quality of description for each separate process in the frame of the best combined description of all three processes for various acceptable variants of representation of considered states. We use abbreviations "dof" -number of degrees of freedom and "ndp" -number of data points.
It is clear that one should achieve the best description of the separate process; however, then the combined description of all three processes would be worse.
In Tables II and III , there are given the masses and total widths of states for the indicated cases, calculated from the pole positions on sheets II, IV and VIII for resonances of types (a),(b)and (c), respectively, using denominator of the resonance part of amplitude in the form (6) . For the resonance f 0 (1500) of type (g), the poles can be used on all indicated sheets. As to a quality of description, it is impossible to select any of the above-indicated solutions on the basis of analyzing jointly only three considered processes. It is required to add in the combined analysis also relevant processes of decay. We selected the "up" solution mainly because its parameters of the f 0 (600) remarkably accord with prediction (m σ ≈ m ρ and Γ tot ≈ 600 MeV) by Weinberg [6] , however, for now we should consider both solutions. Furthermore, we take a scenario in which the f 0 (1370), f 0 (1500) and f 0 (1710) are described by the pole clusters of type (c), (g) and (b), respectively. The point is that the parameters of the f 0 (1500) can be calculated from the pole positions on sheets II, IV and VIII. Therefore, an additional criterion for self-consistency of results is a mutual closeness of values of the obtained parameters of this important state on the indicated sheets. According to this criterion the selected scenario is the most relevant.
In Tables IV and V , we show the obtained pole clusters for resonances in the complex energy plane √ s, corresponding to the cases when the f 0 (1370), f 0 (1500) and f 0 (1710) are described by the pole clusters of the type (c), (g) and (b) for the "up" and of type (c), (g) and (c) for "down" solutions, respectively. The poles corresponding to the f 0 (1500) on sheets IV, VI, and VIII are of the 2nd order and those on the sheet V of the 3rd order in our approximation. The background parameters are: "up" solution -a = 0.4704 ± 0.0364, a 11 = −0.2376 ± 0.0132, a 1σ = 0.186 ± 0.0335, Table VI we indicate the obtained pole clusters for resonances on the eight sheets in the complex energy plane √ s. The poles on sheets IV and V, corresponding to the f 0 (1500), are of the 2nd order (this is an approximation). The background parameters are: a ′ = 0.2315 ± 0.0085, a Table VII . In Figures 3-5 , we show results of fitting to the experimental data in both variants. Note, that the "up" solution is not revealed in variant II when in the analysis the data both below and above the KK-threshold are used. This suggests that, the ηη-threshold branch-point must be taken into account explicitly. It is not sufficient to consider influence of the ηη channel only via the background.
To learn more on existence of the f 0 (1370) (see the discussion in Introduction), we considered a possibility of description in the above-selected cases without this state, i.e. when the resonances f 0 (600), f 0 (1500), and f 0 (1710) are represented respectively by the pole clusters of type (a), (g) and (b) in variant I (the "up" solution) and of type (a ′ ), (d ′ ) and (c ′ ) in variant II. The f 0 (980) is represented by the poles on sheets II and III in both variants. In Table VIII we show a quality of description of each separate process for these cases in the frame of the best combined description of all three processes. When calculating χ 2 in all cases, the following experimental points have been omitted as obviously strongly falling out from the energy dependence: from the ππ scattering data the points at 990 MeV for the phase shift δ 11 and for η 11 = |S 11 |, and for η 11 the point at 1650 MeV as strongly violating the unitarity condition. From the ππ → KK data there were omitted the points at 1002, 1208.9 and 1235.7 MeV for the η 12 = |S 12 | and the points at 1073, 1082 and 1387 MeV as giving the anomalously big contribution to χ 2 . The phase shift and modulus of the S-matrix element in the S-wave ππ-scattering. The solid and short-dashed curves correspond to variant I, the "up" and "down" solutions, respectively; dash-dotted to variant II. The data are from Refs. [71] [72] [73] [74] .
One can see that the description of the ππ scattering without the f 0 (1370) is a bit improved whereas the one of the ππ → KK process is made slightly worse, especially as to the phase shift. Generally, an existence of the f 0 (1370) is for now a standard point of view. One ought to take into account also arguments to its favor in Ref. [31] (see Introduction). In any case, the existence of the f 0 (1370) does not contradict the considered data.
Let us make some more remarks. First, the fact that in variant II we obtain a better description than in variant I points to the importance of taking into account the ηη ′ threshold explicitly. However, in variant II we encounter elements of some pseudo-background: these are the negative values of the b coefficients related to an inelastic part of the background. The increasing inelastic part of the background implies a necessity to consider explicitly some physical The phase shift and modulus of the S-matrix element in S-wave of ππ → KK. The solid and short-dashed curves correspond to variant I, the "up" and "down" solutions, respectively; dash-dotted to variant II. The data are from Ref. [75] .
phenomenon, e.g., additional resonances or representation of resonances by other pole-clusters or the consideration in the uniformizing variable of other channel thresholds. The latter situation is the case here: the negative sign of the quantity b ′ 2η = −0.7478 implies the necessity of an explicit consideration of the ηη-threshold branch-point. Therefore, as to the resonances below 1500 MeV the more adequate description is variant I whereas for the ones above 1500 MeV variant II.
It turns out that the state f 0 (980) lies slightly above the KK threshold. It is described by the pole on sheet II and by the shifted pole on sheet III under the ηη threshold without the corresponding poles on sheets VI and VII, as it was expected for standard clusters. This may suggest that the f 0 (980) is not thestate and can be interpreted, e.g., as a ηη bound state in accordance with the test discussed in Sec.II: the necessary condition for this is fulfilled. See, however, the further discussion of this matter in the last section.
As to a representation of the f 0 (600) and f 0 (980) states, both variants completely agree. The f 0 (1370) is described by the clusters of type (b) or (c) in various scenarios of variant I and of type (b ′ ) in variant II; this is reasonable taking into account the quark contents of the KK and ηη systems and the nearness of corresponding thresholds. From this we, therefore, deduce that a ss component of the f 0 (1370) is dominant. This interpretation quite explains why one did not find evidence for the existence of the f 0 (1370) [29] considering only the ππ scattering.
The f 0 (1500) is described by the cluster of type (g) in variant I and of type (d ′ ) in variant II. The former indicates approximately equal coupling constants of this state to the ππ, KK and ηη systems, which apparently could point up to its glueball nature. The latter tells on the approximately equal coupling of this state with the ππ and KK channels whereas the coupling with the ηη ′ channel is suppressed; these facts also point up to its glueball nature [16] . Therefore, we deduce a dominant glueball component of the f 0 (1500).
Finally, the f 0 (1710) is described by the clusters of type (b) or (c) in various scenarios of variant I and of type (c ′ ) in variant II. Taking also into account the quark contents of the ηη ′ system this could point to the dominant ss component of this state.
All these conclusions agree quite well with the previous model-independent 2-and 3-channel analyses [25-27, 30, 37-40] where other uniformizing variables were used.
IV. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS
The combined analysis of data on the ππ → ππ, KK, ηη, ηη ′ processes in the channel with I G J P C = 0 + 0 ++ is carried out in the framework of the model-independent approach that is based on analyticity and unitarity and uses an uniformization procedure. A new uniformizing variable was used in which, in additional to the right-hand branchpoints related with the thresholds of the analyzed channels, there is taken into account the left-hand branch-point at s = 0 related to the ππ scattering in the crossed channels.
In the analysis of the processes ππ → ππ, KK, ηη it is shown that the data admit two possibilities for parameters of the f 0 (600) with mass, relatively near to the ρ-meson mass, and with total width about 640 and 1000 MeV. These two possibilities are related to two found solutions, admissible by the data below 1 GeV for the phase shift of the ππ-scattering amplitude: "up" and "down". As to the combined description of the considered processes it is impossible to prefer any of these solutions. However, the "up" solution remarkably accord with prediction by Weinberg [6] with respect to the mass and the width, the "down" one to the mass. These values of mass and width, calculated with help of formula (6) [25-27, 30, 37-39] .
Note a quite stable result for the mass and width with rather small errors for the f 0 (980): m res ≈ 1005 − 1008 MeV, Γ tot ≈ 45 − 54 MeV. Arrangement of the poles and zeroes on the Riemann surface, which describe this state, may suggest that the f 0 (980) is not thestate and can be interpreted, e.g., as a ηη bound state; in any case the necessary condition for this is fulfilled. However, following the listings PDG [1] , the mass of this state is obtained above the KK threshold in analyses of ππ scattering, of multi-channel ππ scattering (ππ → ππ, KK, ηη, ηη ′ ) and of processes pp(n) → M 1 M 2 M 3 , whereas below the KK threshold in analyses of the decays of D + -, B + -, J/ψ-, and Z-bosons, of processes
Since the mass value below the KK threshold is important for a dynamical interpretation of the f 0 (980) as a KK molecule [22] [23] [24] it seems that the nature of this state is more complicated than a simple ηη bound state or KK molecule. From the point of view of the quark structure these two possibilities are the 4-quark states. It seems this is consistent somehow with arguments in favor of the 4-quark nature of f 0 (980) in work of [19] .
In view of prolonging discussions of a question, whether the f 0 (1370) exists or not (see the discussion of this matter in Introduction), we considered a description of the multi-channel ππ scattering without this state. We concluded that an existence of the f 0 (1370) does not contradict the considered data. The description of the ππ scattering is a bit improved whereas the one of the ππ → KK process is made worse, especially as to the phase shift.
The f 0 (1370) (if it exists) and f 0 (1710) have a dominant ss component. Conclusion about the f 0 (1370) agrees quite well with the conclusion drawn by the Crystal Barrel Collaboration [81] where the f 0 (1370) is identified as ηη resonance in the π 0 ηη final state of thepp annihilation at rest. Interpretation of the f 0 (1370) as dominated by the ss component explains also quite well why one did not find this state considering only the ππ scattering. Conclusion about the f 0 (1710) is quite consistent with the experimental facts that this state is observed in γγ → K SKS [82] but not observed in γγ → π + π − [83] . As to the f 0 (1500) (m res = 1510 MeV, Γ tot = 397 MeV) we suppose that it is the eighth component of octet mixed with the glueball being dominant in this state. Its largest width among the enclosing states points also to its glueball nature [84] . Note that in the PDG tables on the f 0 (1500) listing, an average value for the width of 109 ± 7 MeV is cited. However, there one indicates only the results of analyses of meson production processes, and in the few cases where the results of combined analyses of coupled processes are cited, authors did not use the representations of the multi-channel resonances by pole clusters (this is especially important in the case of wide resonances), i.e., they did not apply all aspects of the multi-channel analysis. On the other hand, one can see from the data on scattering processes, analyzed here [71] , that the energy dependence of observed quantities do not demonstrate a pronounced structure in the 1500 MeV region, which is needed for the narrow resonance. Therefore, it is reasonable to suggest that in this region there is a superposition of two states, a wide and a narrow one.
It is known that there is a number of properties of the scalar mesons which do not allow for a satisfactory setup the lowest nonet. The main observations are the approximate equal masses of f 0 (980) and a 0 (980) and the ss dominance in the wave function of the f 0 (980). If these states are in the same nonet then the f 0 (980) must be heavier than a 0 (980) by about 250-300 MeV due to the mass difference of s-and u-quark. Exclusion of the f 0 (980) as a nonstate and discovery of the K * 0 -doublet (if it will be confirmed) moves off a number of these problems. One can propose the following assignment of scalar mesons lying below 1.9 GeV to lower nonets [27] . The lowest nonet: the isovector a 0 (980), the isodoublet K * 0 (900), and f 0 (600) and f 0 (1370) as mixtures of the 8th component of octet and the SU(3) singlet. Then the Gell-Mann-Okubo (GMO) formula of gives m f8 = 910 MeV. For this nonet is seems to be important to test the nature of strange scalar meson K * 0 (900) in a model-independent way. This will be the subject of a forthcoming paper [68] .
In the relation for the masses of the nonet
the left-hand side is by about 18 % larger than the right-hand one.
For the next nonet of the radial excitations we find: a 0 (1450), K * 0 (1450), and f 0 (1500) and f 0 (1710), the f 0 (1500) being mixed with a glueball which is dominant in this state. From the GMO formula we set m f8 ≈ 1453 MeV. In the formula m f0(1500) + m f0(1710) = 2m K * 0 (1450) (14) the left-hand side is by about 12.5 % larger than the right-hand one.
This assignment removes a number of prior questions and does not rise new ones. The mass formulas indicate to a non-trivial mixing scheme. Breaking of the relations (13) and (14) tells us that the σ−f 0 (1370) and f 0 (1500)−f 0 (1710) systems get additional contributions absent in the K * 0 (900) and K * 0 (1450), respectively. A search of the adequate mixing scheme is complicated by the circumstance that here there is also a remainder of chiral symmetry, though, on the other hand, this permits one to predict correctly, e.g., the σ-meson mass. 
